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I am pleased to announce that the Holly Springs Police Department (HSPD) was recognized as the 
Agency of the Year by the Georgia Governor’s Office of Highway Safety (GOHS) for the Appalachian 
Trail Traffic Enforcement Network (ATTEN) District.  The award was presented to HSPD on November 
14th.  HSPD has worked diligently as a partner among federal, state and local governments to 

improve and expand the state’s highway safety activities, resulting in a reduction of traffic fatalities and serious injury crashes.  
On October 21st, the City Council approved the naming of the new roadway under construction from Walnut Street to Hickory 
Road east of Cherokee County Fire Station #8 in memory of long-time city resident and former city councilwoman Betty Barrett.  
The new roadway, Betty Barrett Way, should be open for traffic in early 2020.  Construction of intersection improvements along 
Hickory Road and Palm Street will continue in the area until mid-summer.
On November 18th the City Council approved upgrades to the intersection of Riverside Parkway at its intersection with Serenity 
Lane and Serenity Way to a four-way stop with crosswalks to address sight distance issues at this intersection and to improve 
pedestrian safety.  The City also required the developer to make changes and improvements to the sidewalks in the area as 
well. In November the Holly Springs Main Street Board voted to recommend dissolution of the board to the City Council and to 
incorporate all of the functions of the Main Street Board under the control of the Downtown Development Authority (DDA).  
Upon approval, the Main Street program will be administered by the DDA.
The City of Holly Springs entered into a contract with Caldwell Cline Architects in October to design the new City Hall, multi-
purpose buildings, amphitheater, pavilions and restroom facilities in the Town Center.  Earthwork on the Town Center site will 
begin in the spring of 2020.
The Holly Springs Tree Commission voted in November to install seventy-five (75) Crepe Myrtles in the median of Holly Springs 
Parkway between Toonigh Creek and Rabbit Hill Road.  This is the first phase of a project to landscape and beautify the area 
between Sixes Road and Rabbit Hill Road.  The Tree Commission funds their projects with tree recompense fees paid by 
developers.
On November 7th officials from the Georgia Department of Natural Resources Environmental Protection Division (EPD) 
performed a site visit and inspection of the City of Holly Springs Stormwater Management Program to ensure compliance with 
the provisions of our permit.  Zachary Arnold, Holly Springs Stormwater Coordinator, was formally notified by EPD on November 
19th that the City is properly administering the program.
In October the cities of Canton, Holly Springs, Mountain Park, Waleska and Woodstock submitted Service Delivery Strategy 
(SDS) Form 2 Documents to the Cherokee County Board of Commissioners formally setting forth our position on sixty-eight 
(68) individual services provided by the cities, the county or both entities.  The SDS is required to be updated and submitted to 
the Georgia Department of Community Affairs every ten years for approval.  The cities and the county have not been able to 
reach an agreement regarding the classification of county-wide services and property tax inequity issues.  We will continue to 
negotiate with the county to ensure that our residents do not pay taxes for services that they do not receive.  
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Water pollution degrades surface waters making them unsafe for drinking, fishing, swimming, and other activities. As 
authorized by the Clean Water Act, the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit program controls 
water pollution by regulating point sources that discharge pollutants into waters of the United States. Point sources are 
discrete conveyances such as pipes or man-made ditches. Individual homes that are connected to a municipal system, 
use a septic system, or do not have a surface discharge do not need an NPDES permit; however, industrial, municipal, and 
other facilities must obtain permits if their discharges go directly to surface waters. Since its introduction in 1972, the 
NPDES permit program is responsible for significant improvements to our Nation’s water quality. 

Polluted stormwater runoff is commonly transported through Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4s), from 
which it is often discharged untreated into local waterbodies. An MS4 is a conveyance or system of conveyances that is:

1) owned by a state, city, town, village, or other public entity that discharges to waters of the U.S.; 2) designed or used
to collect or convey stormwater (including storm drains, pipes, ditches, etc.); 3) not a combined sewer; 4) not part of a 
Publicly Owned Treatment Works (sewage treatment plant). 

To prevent harmful pollutants from being washed or dumped into an MS4, operators must obtain a NPDES permit and 
develop a stormwater management program designed to reduce the contamination of stormwater runoff and prohibit 
illicit discharges. The City of Holly Springs, in compliance with its National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
permit, completed a number of tasks during 2019 relevant to the permit and with the Stormwater Utility program. 

Always seeking opportunities to further education and awareness of water quality, the City maintains an array of 
informational brochures targeting issues to reduce pollutants and improve the quality of water. These brochures are 
made available at City Hall and at community events. In addition, the City has participated with the Upper Etowah River 
Alliance in educational programs at area elementary, middle and high schools as well as at outdoor summer camps. 
The City stormwater department also sponsors a booth at the City’s annual Autumn Fest where brochures and other 
informational sheets are made available for attendees to pick up. Staff members are available for questions and kids’ 
activities relating to water quality and conservation take place as well. 

The City also promotes public participation with two annual cleanup events, the Great American Cleanup and Rivers 
Alive. Last year’s Rivers Alive event, a joint effort with Upper Etowah River Alliance, Cherokee County Water and 
Sewerage Authority, and the City of Woodstock, took place on October 12, 2019. The event had a total of 67 
volunteers and removed .91 tons of litter from Little River. In 2019, the City’s Great American Cleanup had 10 
volunteers, and removed 700 pounds of trash and 180 pounds of recycling from Ash Street. Public participation in 
these events qualifies residents for a reduction in their City Stormwater Fee.  Continued on page 11
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July 
Approved RES-18-2019, a Resolution of Necessity Prerequisite to Exercise Powers Under Urban Redevelopment Law. 

Awarded the Pedestrian Bridge on Harmony Lake Drive Project to Woodwind Construction Company, Inc., Project Number: RFB #2019-03, in an amount not to exceed $234,100, and to 
authorize the Mayor to execute the construction contract documents. 

Awarded the Traffic Signal Loop Replacement for the 2019 LMIG Resurfacing Project to GTG Traffic Signals, in an amount not to exceed $16,000, and to authorize the Mayor to execute the 
construction contract documents. 

Approved a consent agenda which included; June 3, 2019 Council Meeting Minutes; June 17, 2019 Council Meeting Minutes; Resolution in support of the Cherokee Charter Birthday 
Celebration; Georgia Department of Transportation Regulations for Driveway and Encroachment Control Manual.

Approved A-05-2019, annexation of 13.4 +/- acres located off of Holly Springs Parkway, Cherokee County, GA, tax parcel 083 of 15N15. 

Approved MA-05-2019, rezoning of 13.4 +/- acres located off of Holly Springs Parkway, Holly Springs, GA, tax parcel 083 of tax plat 15N15, from R-20, Single Family Residential (County) 
to GC, General Commercial and MXD, Mixed Use Overlay (City) with staff stipulations, plus the additional stipulation that placement of utility connections or mechanical equipment shall be 
prohibited in the three-foot space between buildings.. 

Approved MA-08-2019, rezoning of 3.58 +/- acres located off of Holly Springs Parkway, tax parcels 008, 009A, and 011 of tax plat 93N02, from GC, General Commercial (City) to GC/MXD-1, 
General Commercial with Mixed Use Overlay (City) with staff stipulations. 

Approved ORD-10-2019, amendment to Holly Springs Zoning Ordinance, Article 14, Amendments and Zoning Procedures, to amend procedures and requirements. 

Approved a resolution to amend the adopted Municipal Services Master Fee Schedule. 

Approved sending a letter to the Cherokee County Board of Commissioners in regard to Rezoning Case #19-05-011. 

Approved a Lighting Services Agreement for service address 4300 Holly Springs Parkway between Georgia Power and the City of Holly Springs.  

Approved a resolution authorizing the Urban Redevelopment Agency of the City of Holly Springs, Georgia to transact business and exercise powers under the provisions of the Urban 
Redevelopment Law. 

Approved a resolution designating the Urban Redevelopment Area and approving the Urban Redevelopment Plan. 

Approved a resolution authorizing the execution of an intergovernmental contract relating to the issuance of the Urban Redevelopment Agency of the City of Holly Springs, Georgia Revenue 
Bond, Series 2019. 

Approved the Commitment Letter among South State Bank, the Urban Redevelopment Agency of the City of Holly Springs, and the City of Holly Springs, GA for financing the Town Center 
Project infrastructure, and to authorize the City Manager to execute the documents. 

Approved Invoice #10663 from Earthscapes Products, Inc. for brick demolition, cleaning, and palletization from the structure located at 95 Palm Street, Holly Springs, Georgia, in an amount 
not to exceed $10,000. 

Approved a resolution to appoint Bonny Spears to the Cherokee County Library Board of Trustees. 

August 
Approved A-07-2019, annexation of 49.42 +/- acres located off of Payne Road, Cherokee County, GA, tax parcel 067 (partial) of tax plat 15N16. Mayor Pro Tem Zenchuk seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 4-0. 

Approved MA-07-2019, rezoning of 49.42 +/- acres located off of Payne Road, Cherokee County, GA, tax parcel 067 (partial) of tax plat 15N16 from AG, Agricultural (County) and R-40, 
Single Family Residential Estate (County) to TND, Traditional Neighborhood Development (City) with staff stipulations and with the following changes as read into the record: Stipulation 
11 shall be modified to state that the condition shall be satisfied prior to any construction activities in the development; Stipulation 14 shall be modified to state that the condition shall be 
satisfied prior to any construction activities in the development; Stipulation 15 shall be modified to state that the amenity area shall include a grass field; Condition 16 shall be modified to 
change the undisturbed buffer to a planted buffer and the buffer be adjacent to Riverside Subdivision; add Stipulation 17 - Developer shall include language in covenants that the community 
can be combined with the Riverside Subdivision; add Stipulation 18 - Developer shall develop community in such a way that the community can be combined with Riverside Subdivision; add 
Stipulation 19 - The development shall coordinate signage within Riverside Subdivision so as to allow subdivisions to be combined; add Stipulation 20 - Developer shall provide an escrow 
account for $50,000 and enter into an escrow agreement that will provide for an escrow agent to release funds to pay for any damage to curbs, landscaping, mailboxes, or hardscape within 
Riverside Subdivision caused by developer or subcontractors. Payment shall be made for any repairs not started within 30 days after notice to the developer. 

Approved a Real Estate Purchase and Sale Agreement between Havgol, LLC and the City of Holly Springs in an amount not to exceed $200,000 and to authorize Mayor Steven W. Miller to 
execute the agreement. 

Approved an ordinance to set the 2019 Millage Rate at 4.610 mills pursuant to Section 6.02 of the City Charter. 

Approved a proposal and Letter of Agreement from Kimley-Horn for the City of Holly Springs Town Center Parking Deck and authorize the City Manager, Robert H. Logan, to approve Tasks 
3, 4, 7, & 9 in an amount not to exceed $111,400. 

Approved a Letter of Agreement and the Standard Terms and Conditions between Foresite Group, Inc. and the City of Holly Springs for Landscape and Hardscape Professional Design 
Services for the Town Center Project. 

Approved Proposal Number P19117 and Project Service Agreement between Oasis Consulting Services and the City of Holly Springs. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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COUNCIL MINUTE SUMMARY

FLAG RAISING CEREMONY 
Holly Springs Police Department Honor  
Guard performed the official flag raising 
of the WellStar Cherokee Health Park. 

HSPD COMPLETES STATE CERTIFICATION
The Holly Springs Police Department has again completed the 
Agency Certification Program of the Georgia Association of Chiefs 
of Police, which is endorsed by the State of Georgia. Certification 
requires agencies to identify, create and meet standards that are 
essential to effective and efficient law enforcement. 

Chief Carswell said, “We are proud to continue our efforts to meet 
these professional standards. Resting on our laurels is a sure way 
to become lazy, and we choose to keep moving forward.” He 
added, “A special thanks to Sgt. Jeff Lance and his team for their 
tremendous work in getting us through this complicated process.”

CHIEF CARSWELL BEGINS SERVICE AS DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE 
Chief Mike Carswell will begin his service as the District 11 Representative for the Georgia Association of 
Chiefs of Police (GACP). District 11 includes Fannin, Gilmer, Pickens, Cherokee, Cobb, Douglas, and DeKalb 
counties, as well as the northern portion of Fulton County. District representatives play a key role in the 
success of GACP as an advisory body to the Executive Board. GACP is the largest professional association for 
law enforcement administrators in Georgia. The Association aims to promote cooperative, professional 
relationships throughout the state, evaluate the standards of police institutions and the profession, offer 
quality training and continuing education, and provide opportunities for police executives to exchange 
information and experiences. Please join us in congratulating Chief Carswell on this great honor. 
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Pet waste is one of the many contributors of
stormwater pollution that can degrade water quality.
During rainfall, pet waste left on lawns, beaches, trails,
and sidewalks washes into storm drains or into water
bodies. The waste and the pathogens it contains
(nutrients, bacteria, parasites, and viruses) end up
flowing directly into streams and lakes where they can
harm human health and the environment. It has been
estimated that a single gram of dog waste can contain
23 million fecal coliform bacteria, which are known to
cause cramps, diarrhea, intestinal illness, and serious
kidney disorders in humans. Picking up after your pet
is a simple thing you can do to help keep bacteria out
of your local waterways, not to mention keep your
neighborhood and backyard clean!
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2019 brought the addition of many new commercial and residential projects, as well as the completion of projects 
that began in 2018.  Within the past year, the City approved the rezoning of approximately 135.19 acres with just 
under 100 of those acres being rezoned to the TND, Traditional Neighborhood Development zoning category for the 
development of four single-family residential neighborhoods consisting of a total of 362 units (99 of these were included 
in previous applications that were submitted for revision in 2019).  In addition, the City rezoned approximately 35 acres 
to GC, General Commercial and MXD, Mixed Use, along Holly Springs Parkway for mixed-use developments consisting 
of commercial businesses, as well as, single-family and multi-family residential developments.  Annexations for the 
year totaled 84.96+/- acres.   In addition, a conditional use permit was approved for an Express Oil Change and Tire 
Engineers establishment along Holly Springs Parkway across from Kroger.

Subdivision developments approved in previous years continued to build; however, the number of single-family detached 
residential building permits issued have declined somewhat from previous years.  Current statistics (through October 
31, 2019) indicate 354 single-family detached homes have been permitted, a 22% decrease from the year-end number 
for 2018. 

Commercial development has 
continued to be stable.  Wellstar 
Cherokee Health Park at Holly 
Springs, O’Reilly Auto Parts, 
and Towne and Country Storage 
obtained their Certificates of 
Occupancy and began operations 
this year.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 2019 RECAP

Reviewing single-family residential permits county-wide, for Holly Springs, as well as, Canton, Woodstock, 
and unincorporated Cherokee County from 2011 through 2019, a steady increase in permits through 2015 
occurred.  After 2015, some jurisdictions continued to increase while others began to level out or decline.  In 
2011, the total number of single-family residential permits issued for the four jurisdictions totaled to 452.  In 
contrast, through October 31 of this year, 1,920 permits had been issued.  Single-family residential permits for 
each of the jurisdictions are shown in the table below. 

WINTER19.indd   6 12/12/19   1:52 PM



76

2019 brought the addition of many new commercial and residential projects, as well as the completion of projects 
that began in 2018.  Within the past year, the City approved the rezoning of approximately 135.19 acres with just 
under 100 of those acres being rezoned to the TND, Traditional Neighborhood Development zoning category for the 
development of four single-family residential neighborhoods consisting of a total of 362 units (99 of these were included 
in previous applications that were submitted for revision in 2019).  In addition, the City rezoned approximately 35 acres 
to GC, General Commercial and MXD, Mixed Use, along Holly Springs Parkway for mixed-use developments consisting 
of commercial businesses, as well as, single-family and multi-family residential developments.  Annexations for the 
year totaled 84.96+/- acres.   In addition, a conditional use permit was approved for an Express Oil Change and Tire 
Engineers establishment along Holly Springs Parkway across from Kroger.

Subdivision developments approved in previous years continued to build; however, the number of single-family detached 
residential building permits issued have declined somewhat from previous years.  Current statistics (through October 
31, 2019) indicate 354 single-family detached homes have been permitted, a 22% decrease from the year-end number 
for 2018. 

Commercial development has 
continued to be stable.  Wellstar 
Cherokee Health Park at Holly 
Springs, O’Reilly Auto Parts, 
and Towne and Country Storage 
obtained their Certificates of 
Occupancy and began operations 
this year.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 2019 RECAP

Reviewing single-family residential permits county-wide, for Holly Springs, as well as, Canton, Woodstock, 
and unincorporated Cherokee County from 2011 through 2019, a steady increase in permits through 2015 
occurred.  After 2015, some jurisdictions continued to increase while others began to level out or decline.  In 
2011, the total number of single-family residential permits issued for the four jurisdictions totaled to 452.  In 
contrast, through October 31 of this year, 1,920 permits had been issued.  Single-family residential permits for 
each of the jurisdictions are shown in the table below. 

WINTER19.indd   6 12/12/19   1:52 PM



8

Continued Council Minute Summary from page 4
August Continued
Approved an agreement between Geo-Hydro Engineers, Inc. and the City of Holly Springs to perform subsurface exploration and geotechnical engineering evaluation for the 
Harmony on
the Lake Drive Pedestrian Bridge in an amount not to exceed $5,150 and authorize Mayor Steven W. Miller to execute the agreement.
Approved a Lighting Services Agreement for service address 0 Hickory Road between Georgia Power and the City of Holly Springs.
September
Approved a consent agenda which included August 5, 2019 Council Meeting Minutes; August 6, 2019 Special Called Council Meeting Minutes; August 19, 2019 Council 
Meeting
Minutes; Stormwater Facility Maintenance Agreement between WellStar Health System, Inc. and the City of Holly Springs; Stormwater Facility Maintenance Agreement 
between OHC
Holly Springs TH, LLC and the City of Holly Springs; CUP-01-2019, a conditional use permit for an Auto Service Establishment for property located on Holly Springs Parkway, 
Cherokee
County, GA, tax parcels 085A and 089 of tax plat 15N16; CUP-02-2019, a conditional use permit for a Massage Therapy Establishment for property located on Mountain Brook 
Drive,
Cherokee County, GA, tax parcel 019A of tax plat 93N02; Third Amendment of the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Contract No. WD1814.3 between the Atlanta Regional
Commission and the City of Holly Springs; 2019 Annual Renewal Service Agreement between the Cherokee Office of Economic Development and the City of Holly Springs in 
an amount
not to exceed $3,000.
Approved a quote from Sweeping Corporation of America for street sweeping services in an amount not to exceed $7,020.
Approved a proposal from Georgia Development Partners for the Town Center Project Sanitary Sewer Addition in an amount not to exceed $90,401.56.
Approved a proposal from Georgia Development Partners for the Town Center Project Industrial Culvert Replacement Project in an amount not to exceed $69,305.66.
Tabled MA-09-2019, applicant requests rezoning of 11.07 +/- acres located off of Marble Quarry Road, Holly Springs, GA, tax parcel 050 of tax plat 15N14, from R-20, Single 
Family
Residential to TND, Traditional Neighborhood Development until the October 7, 2019 Council meeting.
Approved the release of Holly Glen Phase 1B-Performance Bond No. SUR0040757.
Approved an agreement between LeadsOnline, LLC. and the City of Holly Springs for LeadsOnline TotalTrack Investigation System Service Package in an amount not to 
exceed $2,395.
Approved Proposal #0000037015 from R&D Mechanical for Honeywell WiFi Pro 8000 Thermostat-Dehumidification and Lead Service Technician Labor in an amount not to 
exceed
$4,292.
Approved the HCM Client File Agreement between MSI Benefits Group, Inc. and the City of Holly Springs, Option 1, Planning, HCM File platform set-up, eligibility data 
formatting, HCM
File delivery to client and IRS e-File in an amount not to exceed $4.00 per 1095-C Form. Councilwoman Barnett seconded the motion.
Approved a Proclamation establishing the City of Holly Springs Census Complete Count Committee to increase awareness and understanding of the 2020 Census.
Approved an Agreement for the Sale and Purchase of Real Property among Alan LeBaron, Akemi LeBaron, and the City of Holly Springs.
Approved the Option for Right of Way for Nellie Mae Temples property.

OFFICER OF THE YEAR 
DET. TRAVIS WOOD 
The Thomas Brady Post No. 45 of the American Legion awarded

Detective Travis Wood their National Law Enforcement Officer of

the Year Award for his demonstration of professional integrity and

determination in service to his community. “This is the type of officer

Holly Springs Police Department is proud to have among our ranks,”

said Chief Mike Carswell. “We are glad Det. Wood is on our team.”
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July 
Approved RES-18-2019, a Resolution of Necessity Prerequisite to Exercise Powers Under Urban Redevelopment Law. 

Awarded the Pedestrian Bridge on Harmony Lake Drive Project to Woodwind Construction Company, Inc., Project Number: RFB #2019-03, in an amount not to exceed $234,100, and to 
authorize the Mayor to execute the construction contract documents. 

Awarded the Traffic Signal Loop Replacement for the 2019 LMIG Resurfacing Project to GTG Traffic Signals, in an amount not to exceed $16,000, and to authorize the Mayor to execute the 
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Approved Invoice #10663 from Earthscapes Products, Inc. for brick demolition, cleaning, and palletization from the structure located at 95 Palm Street, Holly Springs, Georgia, in an amount 
not to exceed $10,000. 
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Approved A-07-2019, annexation of 49.42 +/- acres located off of Payne Road, Cherokee County, GA, tax parcel 067 (partial) of tax plat 15N16. Mayor Pro Tem Zenchuk seconded the motion. 
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Single Family Residential Estate (County) to TND, Traditional Neighborhood Development (City) with staff stipulations and with the following changes as read into the record: Stipulation 
11 shall be modified to state that the condition shall be satisfied prior to any construction activities in the development; Stipulation 14 shall be modified to state that the condition shall be 
satisfied prior to any construction activities in the development; Stipulation 15 shall be modified to state that the amenity area shall include a grass field; Condition 16 shall be modified to 
change the undisturbed buffer to a planted buffer and the buffer be adjacent to Riverside Subdivision; add Stipulation 17 - Developer shall include language in covenants that the community 
can be combined with the Riverside Subdivision; add Stipulation 18 - Developer shall develop community in such a way that the community can be combined with Riverside Subdivision; add 
Stipulation 19 - The development shall coordinate signage within Riverside Subdivision so as to allow subdivisions to be combined; add Stipulation 20 - Developer shall provide an escrow 
account for $50,000 and enter into an escrow agreement that will provide for an escrow agent to release funds to pay for any damage to curbs, landscaping, mailboxes, or hardscape within 
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added, “A special thanks to Sgt. Jeff Lance and his team for their 
tremendous work in getting us through this complicated process.”

CHIEF CARSWELL BEGINS SERVICE AS DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE 
Chief Mike Carswell will begin his service as the District 11 Representative for the Georgia Association of 
Chiefs of Police (GACP). District 11 includes Fannin, Gilmer, Pickens, Cherokee, Cobb, Douglas, and DeKalb 
counties, as well as the northern portion of Fulton County. District representatives play a key role in the 
success of GACP as an advisory body to the Executive Board. GACP is the largest professional association for 
law enforcement administrators in Georgia. The Association aims to promote cooperative, professional 
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Administration | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5536

City Manager/Finance Director – Rob Logan

City Clerk/HR Director – Karen Norred

Accountant – Denise Lamazares

IT & Facilities Manager – Ron Carter

Accounting Specialist – Becky Bruce

Main Street Director/Assistant City Clerk– Erin Honea

Municipal Court | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5538

Court Administrator – Donna Sanders

Police | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5537

Police Chief – Mike Carswell

Deputy Chief – Tommy Keheley

Code Enforcement Officer – Jeff Lance

Community Development | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5533

Community Development Director – Nancy Moon

Chief Building Official – Gary Caviness

Stormwater Coordinator/GIS Technican – Zach Arnold 

Public Works / Main Phone Line: 770-345-5536

Public Works Project Manager – Collins Monette

Visit us online at 
www.hollyspringsga.us

for updates, calendar of special events 
and news about our City

Upcoming Meetings

CITY COUNCIL*
Meets at 7:00 p.m.
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

January 23rd
February 24th
March 16th

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
Meets at 6:00 p.m.
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

January 9th
February 13th
March 12th

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
Meets at 6:00 p.m.
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

January 15th
February 19th
March 18th

TREE COMMISSION
Meets at 6:00 p.m.
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

January 14th
February 11th
March 10th

*Holly Springs Work Sessions are held the
first Monday of each month.

Officer Brownlee made a visit to Holly Springs STEM Academy. 
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The City of Holly Springs would like to send their 
sincere condolences to the family of Howard 
Hansard, the City’s part-time fire marshal, who 
passed away on October 15th, 2019. After working 
many years with the Pepsi Cola Co., he found his 
true love and passion when he became a volunteer 
firefighter, helping to start the Oak Grove Volunteer 
Fire Department in Cherokee County in 1973. He 
started fighting fires full-time in 1977, achieving 
the rank of Captain, until surgery took him off 
the line in 1995. He served his community of fire 
officials in several professional associations and 
helped start the Cherokee County Senior Softball 
Association.  He is survived by his wife of 52 years, 
Susan, daughter and son-in-law, Michelle and Chip, 
his son and daughter-in-law, Joe and Heather, and 
five loving grandchildren. 

Inspections for illicit discharges and general maintenance are an ongoing process. Staff routinely checks for maintenance 

issues and respond to complaints for repairs and maintenance. The issues identified ranged from clean out of leaves 

and other debris to repair of broken structures. The City is preparing to upgrade and repair several structures to help 

alleviate water volume issues and improve old infrastructure, these projects will begin in 2020. These upgrades will include 

replacing/repairing multiple catch basins, improving existing structures to reduce the reduce water velocity, and adding 

drainage structures to ensure public safety. 

The City actively inspects all current construction activity for compliance with the soil, erosion, and sedimentation laws. 

In addition, the staff receives training on an annual basis for not only inspecting construction sites, but also in maintaining 

its own properties to prevent any unnecessary discharges that would degrade water quality. Staff conducts an annual 

assessment of its buildings and grounds and identifies areas for improvement. 

For more information about the City Stormwater Department, please visit the city website at www.hollyspringsga.us.
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Emergency: 911

We’re on the web!
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I am pleased to announce that the Holly Springs Police Department (HSPD) was recognized as the 
Agency of the Year by the Georgia Governor’s Office of Highway Safety (GOHS) for the Appalachian 
Trail Traffic Enforcement Network (ATTEN) District.  The award was presented to HSPD on November 
14th.  HSPD has worked diligently as a partner among federal, state and local governments to 

improve and expand the state’s highway safety activities, resulting in a reduction of traffic fatalities and serious injury crashes.  
On October 21st, the City Council approved the naming of the new roadway under construction from Walnut Street to Hickory 
Road east of Cherokee County Fire Station #8 in memory of long-time city resident and former city councilwoman Betty Barrett.  
The new roadway, Betty Barrett Way, should be open for traffic in early 2020.  Construction of intersection improvements along 
Hickory Road and Palm Street will continue in the area until mid-summer.
On November 18th the City Council approved upgrades to the intersection of Riverside Parkway at its intersection with Serenity 
Lane and Serenity Way to a four-way stop with crosswalks to address sight distance issues at this intersection and to improve 
pedestrian safety.  The City also required the developer to make changes and improvements to the sidewalks in the area as 
well. In November the Holly Springs Main Street Board voted to recommend dissolution of the board to the City Council and to 
incorporate all of the functions of the Main Street Board under the control of the Downtown Development Authority (DDA).  
Upon approval, the Main Street program will be administered by the DDA.
The City of Holly Springs entered into a contract with Caldwell Cline Architects in October to design the new City Hall, multi-
purpose buildings, amphitheater, pavilions and restroom facilities in the Town Center.  Earthwork on the Town Center site will 
begin in the spring of 2020.
The Holly Springs Tree Commission voted in November to install seventy-five (75) Crepe Myrtles in the median of Holly Springs 
Parkway between Toonigh Creek and Rabbit Hill Road.  This is the first phase of a project to landscape and beautify the area 
between Sixes Road and Rabbit Hill Road.  The Tree Commission funds their projects with tree recompense fees paid by 
developers.
On November 7th officials from the Georgia Department of Natural Resources Environmental Protection Division (EPD) 
performed a site visit and inspection of the City of Holly Springs Stormwater Management Program to ensure compliance with 
the provisions of our permit.  Zachary Arnold, Holly Springs Stormwater Coordinator, was formally notified by EPD on November 
19th that the City is properly administering the program.
In October the cities of Canton, Holly Springs, Mountain Park, Waleska and Woodstock submitted Service Delivery Strategy 
(SDS) Form 2 Documents to the Cherokee County Board of Commissioners formally setting forth our position on sixty-eight 
(68) individual services provided by the cities, the county or both entities.  The SDS is required to be updated and submitted to 
the Georgia Department of Community Affairs every ten years for approval.  The cities and the county have not been able to 
reach an agreement regarding the classification of county-wide services and property tax inequity issues.  We will continue to 
negotiate with the county to ensure that our residents do not pay taxes for services that they do not receive.  
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